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wn HE. Wogllen, MapufaQure of our Exg/; 
1, * Nation THOR Gar Support of our wo 
+ reiga Trade,.and the Maſter-wheel of all 
' 'Trade at home: (as will a pear by the due 
7 Conlideration of the Multitudes of People 
that it direQly employs, afterwards, by its immediate Ef- 
feats of Raw-Silk, Grogerome, Yarn,and the like , and 
the many, Trades that have their whoſe ;:dependance upon 


this) doth juſtly claim our chiefeſt Care to its Encourage- | 


ment and Reputation : Experience ſhewing us, that when 
this fails, it bath a-ſpeedy; Influence upon all others, and 
ſoon. upon the whole Natzon;.'and Ithink I may add, with- 
out Oſtentation, that-no part of the .Woprid doth now equal 
us in the Curioſity of this Commodity, either for Cloth or 
Colour, I wiſh T could add 1n general. And the exact ma- 
king of,2 go0d Pigte-pf Cloth requires as.,great Care and 
_ Judgmentas any Commodity 18 the Engi/b Nation, there 
being;{o many Particulars belonging tage. a Miſcarriage in 
each of which ſpoiling the Curiolity of the whole deſign; 
and, being broughttets due Ferjettion, (for its Beauty and 
Uſefulneſs). is] the heft Commadity-.in_the whole World. 
And: fince;Providenee hathiprrgingly afforded us this as our 
particular; .08,:'with more Gonvenignces"to bring it to its 
due PerfeAtion, thin: any other part of the World ; as is evi- 
dent by the Goodneſs of our Wool, Fullers-Earth, Quick- 
Rivers.agd the-.ikez; Wwe maſk bg: #tr angely {ſtupid TO QUr 
own Jatereſt, ifwe Jutter ghetBepuration-of it to beloſt by 
> ur Courſes; the-Price. of it. inhanc'd by any unge- 
_ efffary Attendants; he Nazjon being herein wonnded in its 
tendereſt Part, many other Nations beingin Compecition, 
and a5 it were ive adLentet} with us in et our Forage Marr 
. A 2 ets, 
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kets, with this Commodity ; or that the Juſt and due Pro- 
| fit of it ſhould be carried away by any unreaſonable Tntru- 
*Quiis virtutem am- JErS*. The whole of this being ſuffici- 
pletitur ipſam , pre- ently confirmed by thoſe many good Sta- 
i fo 1. tutes formerly made to guard it againſt afh 
- Tnconveniencies ; but as the worthy Makers of thoſe good 
Laws are: now aſleep, ſo are their Laws too, and every 
Man's Rule is freely become his own choice; nay the'great- 
eſt trial of $skill, of late Years, has been, who could make 
the worſt Cloth; which I think doth juſtly- call for the Tn- 
ſpeQion of this preſent Parliament. C"iBAL 10 £: 

1. The Firſt Reaſon that I humbly offer, -is the abun- 
dance of Pinions and Niles that have: of late years been: 
made into broad Cloth tranſported abroad, and ſold with 
no diftinQion atall from Cloth that is made'of good ſtaple 
Fleece-Wool ; great Quantities of this Commodity 'bexn 
made of late years in this Nation, 'as" out Trade of Stufts, 
and Serges hath increaſed : itis aſortof ſhort Wool, of the 
nature of Flax, which the Wook-Combers ſeparate fromthe 
long ſtaple Wool, with which they make their Serges.and 
Stuffs. This being made into Broad-Cloth and: welf'preft 
will deceive a prudent Buyer, but:not do above! half. the 
Service of well made Fleece-Wool Cloth : many:thouſand 

_ Cloths in a year are made of this Commodity'in the Nation, 
which (to my own knowledge) hath-brought a.great Diſ- © 
reputation upon our Cloth: abroad, By the Statute-of King 
James the firſt, Anno quarto cap: 2. Any ſuch Coinmodity as 
this was ſtriftly- limited to narrow Clotty- and indeed: all 
ſorts of Wool that was any thing of a worſs Quality than 
Fleece-Wool, I mean the beſt ſeparated from' it' upon any 
account, and that narrow Cloth to'be diſtinguiſht'with a. 
plain Liſt on one fide, andthe other nothiing but a'Selvidge; 
that the Buyer of it might know what he bought.” '/The 
Quaatities of this Commodity of Niles and -Pinions being 
now grown. ſo great, it's a Queſtion whether it's beſt 
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to limit it to.narrow Cloth or.not, that ſort.of Cloth being 
now moreout of uſe than formerly. Bur it is moſt agree- 
.able to Reaſon and Juſtice, that- it ſhould. be diſtinguiſhed 
from good ſtaple Fleece-Wpol Cloth, which IT propoſe by 
making one plain black Liſt not topt, and the other white, 
in all ſorts of Cloth that it is made into; which will be no 
Hindrance or-extraordinary Charge to the Cloth, only to 
 ſhew- the Buyer what it is made withal : That there may 
be: a power lodg'd in the Overſeers of the Poor in every 
| Pariſh in Exelazdtoſeize any ſuch Cloth that is otherways 
made; to diſtribute ſome part tothe Informer, the Remain- 
der to be divided. by their diſcretion amongſt the Poor, any 
Chargethat ſhould happen, to be bore by. the Commodity. 
If any. Queſtion ariſe about the Cloth the Owner to'be put 
to his Oath, :and this A& to be read once-every Year-in all 
Clothing Places:. nothing.would more mend the Price of 
ordinary. Wool-than this, hereby this Commodity would 
be known at all.our Markets, and ſold according to its me- 
_ rit; the Price ſo much lefſen'd, that it would come into ma+ 
ny hands that wear no Cloth,. being notable to come to the 
Price of :it ; and certainly avoided by many that-are now 
-deceived: by. it,. and hinder'd from wearing: good Fleece- 
Wool Cloth that they expeFed : But, that which is chict- 
eſt, we ſhall ſecure the Reputation of 'our Fleece-Wool 
_ Cloth abroad; which is'no j 
- modity;. as appears by our Colchefter-Bays, which carry the 
' whole Trade of the World (in that. Commodity). by their 
due preſervation of the good making of them. 

2. The next is the Exceſſive ſtraining of our Cloth, 
which is become a general praQtice in all Cloth that is ex- 
\ported,: and indeed the common- ſhelter of all bad making 

of Cloth in general. A Cloth that is but five quarters wide, 
when ſtrain'd out, ſet and dry, will make as fair a ſhew at 
- Market as-that of ſix, and few but may be decetved by it; 
all Irregularities in: Breadth and Length being hereby in a 

_ | great 
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-great'meaſure ſtifled : Beſides, it fruſtrates the End of good 
dreſſing of Cloth ; the chiefeſt care being now to. make the 
Cloth look well to the Eye, after ſtrain'd and fitted for a: 


Market ; -which End .being ſeryed, the Cloth muſt needs 
wear too high after ſhrunk: and made into a'Garmeat; fo 
the true end of good dreſſing of :Cloth loſt:to. ſerve) a falle; 

Beſides many other .Inconveniencies that might beurged up- 


-on that ſcore. How far the reputation of our Exzlzſþ Cloth 


is liable toſtffer hereby, I leave to better Judgmeats, only 
add, that it 15 too much encouraged and: uſed:by our Mer- 
chants. That there ſhould be a Statute made that no. Cloth 


of what nature ſoever ſhould be ſtrained above: dneYardin 


twenty in the Length of the Cloth, ' and one Nail of. a Yard 
in Breadth upon forfeiture of the Cloth. -*That all Cloth- 
Drawers in the City of Lozaox fhould be ſworn to diſcover 


any Cloth that comes to their Hands:that ſhrunk any more 


than this, and to have. fome Reward for. the Difcovery. 
All Cloth that is exported going through their Hands, and 
the Hot Iron that they uſually uſe to preſs their: Work, 
the fitteſt Means to diſcover it. "This being done,it would 
have a good Effect upon. Mens: Care' in:maling of good 
Cloth, and in great meaſure anſwer thoſe: many'Searches 
that have lately been propoſ&d, by a Bill, to the Parlia- 
ment. | £59t Janet? Sgr.--49 
The goodneſs of Cloth in it ſelf muſt, in;great meaſure, 
be left to the Judgment of the Buyer, if the plainly-ſees 
the Condition of it, his Price will be juſtly guided ; and 
there is nothing will quicken Mens care more in any Com- 
modity than a certain Loſs in a Failure. _ "IT 

3- Thenext Inconveniency that our Clothing. Trade ſuf- 
fers under, is, the many Wool-Broghers, 'or Ingroſfers of 
Wool thatare ſprung up thele late Years, calling themſelves 
by the Names of Wool-Staplers, but never 'bring a Pound 
of Wool to a Staple ina Year: They buy up great Quah- _ 
tifies of Wool in ſeveral Counties, bring it up to _ 
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divide 1t into two or: three ſorts or more ; then ſell it or: ſend: 
ir down to Clothiers in all clothing parts of England; they 
come down thirty or forty Miles towards clothing places, 
buy up the Wool, bring it to Lozdon and divide it, and af- 
terwards ſend it through thoſe parts again ; their breaking. 
of this Wool into {orts, no real advantage to the Clothicrs, 
but very often the contrary, for1ittle fo exaaly done but 
muſt be parted again, in the exa& way of making of Cloth :: 
Theſe Men buy their Wool in difterent Counties, their de- 
ſign not to make it into Cloth, butto order it for the ad- 
vantage of ſale, and are not. careful to. keep the different 
Counties Wool apart, but rather thecontrary, to make two: 
Counties of good Wool ſell off one that is but indifferent, in- 
purſuance of their intereſt ; hereby theſe Counties Wools- 
being of differing proof and ſcouring, as moſt Countiesare,. 
many rowy and cuckly Clothes are made, that the Clothier 
can't poſſibly avoid, .1t being the Clothiers greateſt care al- 
ways to uſe a Counties Wool by itſelf, this being a great- 
advantage by the equal proof of the Cloth in the Mill : And 
no Clothier but may fit himſelf with any ſort of Wool from: 
' the Breeder, that his occaſion requires, and have it dire&ly 
to his own Houſe, without any inconveniency of-more ſorts. 
thanhe hath occaſion for. : or if ſo, he may ſpin it into Yarn- 
and fairly ſell it again. Theſe Men buy up moſt of their 
Wool in the Summer, and ſend down a great part of it into - 
the Country in the Winter, by which means, thro' the wet- 
neſs of the Ways, and the negleQof Carriers, the Wool moſt: 
times: receives wet, which 1s very prejudicial to the wgrk-- 
ing of the Wool, *and the making of good Cloth. ' By the - 
Rules of Reaſon, and having Charity tor their Sellers, thele - 
Mean ſhould have a hard Task to get a Livelihood,. but we - 
too. plainly ſee the contrary, and that they carry away a- 
reat ſhare of the profit of the Clothing Trade, live very- 
plendidly, and come togreat Eſtates. What Civilities the - 
Breeders receive more from theſe Men, than they did for- 


merly.” 
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merly iromthe Clothiers, is to me-uncertain, but the whole 
Practice-of their Trade, is plainly againſt the Statute.of Ed- 
ward the Sixth, Ano quinto,ch.7. AndI think more ſtrit- 
1y to be made, if poſlible, as may Yet a little farther ap- 
eat, |= | - 

4. Theſe lead me direQly toranother ſort of Men, that 
are their great Afliſtants, called- FaQtors, .or indeed their 
Brethren in a higher Form, Ingroſſers of Spaniſh Wool. 

Theſe at firſt ſet up, (or crept in unawares) and their Ori- 
ginal not quite out of memory, to aſfilt the Clothiers in {el- 
ling thezr C.oth to the Merchantsand Woollen-Drapers, and 
ſending down their Money, and to have a {mall Salery for 
doing it : But now, toadmiration, become the chief Maſters 
of the Clothing Trade, they buy up and- ingroſs into their 
hands, almoſt all the Spav;ſþ Wool that comes. into Exg-. 
!and, then fell or ſend it down at their own Prizes to the 
Clothiers ; their uſual profit being two Pence 1n a Pound 

in Price, and four Younds in Tare, leſs in the Bag of Wool 

than the Merchant: allows them, which makes near three 
Pence; ſo that there is not a Nobleman in the Nation that 
wears 2 Sute of -Spaniſþ Cloth (the moſt reputable wear.in 

| the World) but doth in effeft pay two Shillings FaCtoridge.” 
Their Saleries afterwards for ſelling the Cloth, as they ſet. 
themſelves, (who being linkt by one common Intereſt, and 
the Makers of the Cloth in effect become their Servants) are 
ſure enongh on their ſides. -But this as to Spaniſh Wool. 
They find a way likewiſe to get a Salery out of moſt of the: 
Engliſh Wool, that theſe Wool-Broakers ſend down to their 
Clothiers, and uſually five Shillings in a Pack : The ſupport 
of this Salery being partly upon this ſcore,theſe FaQtorshave 
the whole management of their Clothiers Eſtates ; theſe 
other can't well be ſecure of their Money, -or know well 
whom to truſt, but by theſe Factors afliſtance. But here's 
a further cunning in the matter,” As taefe FaCtors have a 
certain advantage by this Wool, they will be ſure to incou- 
rage 


Fay 


rage the Cloth that is made of it, and y. of the 
Cijers {o, that we they | Ka not be ab Frag Hopp bu NN "other - 
: And {o their Intereſts jump. The rt rogher 


de erve the Wool at his price, the FaQtor to have half a 
Crown.in a Clothier's Wool down, five Shillings in a Cloth 
for ſelling the Cloth to the Merchant, and the value of this 
Cloth about ſeven Pounds. - 
The Intereſt of theſe Men, thus joyn'd, and being always 
at London, to obſerve all Opportunities of Trade, and im- 
-prove their Intereſt with Merchants, and the Clothiers for 
moſt part he the Country, hath prevaiPd ſo far, that there 
are many thouſand Clo 5 made in 2 Year, where (I dare 
aim) the "hs Makers of them do-not get one Shilling in a 
y eaſily find out ſuch Men in all Countries, 
Con will PR at.an empty reputation, and anſwer: their 


ds and. when the Wheels once going round, there's no 
op. And hole Clothiers, that will not follow this Pipe, 

nr 8.308 Cheb laid by,and their Money Pot wy upd to in- 
courage thoſe tha 


cbrng ls extraordinary : And the - - 
command of Blackpel/-hall Markets being 0 vir Sr in their 
one , or Cen ; the Trade 1 1s carried in this chanel; to 
of theſe great Faftors to another, no're- 
all gayerned by one” Intereſt ; nay farther, 
rs in theſe Pinions and Niles, Fi 
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'* Ne pars fincera. 
txabatur. Ovid. 


Is] - 
Market in their Morning-Gowns and..Slippers,: their, Ho- 
-nour in the WRT PEoparnnoabyt to their Clothiers in. Town, 
-and.the greateſt Inconveniency that is: to them, 1s, man 
times our Country Waggons in Blackwet-Hall Court are mv 
12 their. Coaches way ; and the poor Carriers oft-times {at 
their firſt Foaping, ) are ſo ſcar'd to. make way and-move- 
their poor Catt bh this great ſplendour and Gallantry, 
that —_ ſcarce recover their Senſes until a Mile out of 
town,.and then. bleſs themſelves for their great deliverance 
from ſome Nobleman's Coach; * I'muſt go; ons 

conieſs I have not yet heard much of their mn miſccar & mare 


4 | 1:& od. 


- and hone | > forme ch? Juven. +}. 
leraldry.: and hope we. ſhall have ſome rift. _ 


Credit 1n' the + Settlement. Thus, much equer a of rae. E- 
of C harybds, but here's | Sls 1 6 +»  raſm. FaQtors,--l6 - 


; : - | | | flat----like the Swans 
[black Legs ro-their Ladies 3 .and fo great a Mortification that it mutt be changed» if 
by-AR of Parliameng. | DO pe ne > WET oy 


nee Hora K-27:1150 | 
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'The numbers of theſe Blackne/-Hall FaRors are ſo much 
increaſed within theſe ten or fifteen Years, by their taking 
Io many Apprentices, that-the Cloth 'Trade 1s not able to 
{upport them, (had they not been out in their politicks,” 1n 
this point, I ſhould have thought they had ingroſled all the 
Craft*to themſelves : ).and-theſe often plac'd- according. to 
their Friends Ability gn ſetting them up ; no more being 
required.toſet up a FaCtor than'an Ink-box and two Qurres 
_ of Paper : And theſe Apprentices having as well learnt their 
Maſters way of Living as their Trade, begin accordingly, 
giving, out at firſt that there's a good Eſtate in the Country, 
'or a fair Eſtate ſome other way, to incourage theix Credts ; 
which hatlhithertoprov'd ſtill reverſiogal,when to help the 
Clothiers:at a dead lift; neither can ir,. in reaſon, be orher- 
wiſe expetted : And going on as they begun (there being a 
neceſſity for that) { the Profit of the "Trade not anſwer- 
ing, they begin to Ipend bo COUT? Money, (being rep- 
Ng "dy 
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dy at handY :and, after ſome conſiderable time, make-# 
* gue ram Feſta Breach. * There has beeen loſt to our Clo- 
dies ur teſſat prodere? © thiers, (within this ten or fifteen years) by 
fool yore note the Blackwell-HallFaQtors, believe, 400007. 
_ * befides, poſſibly, as great a ſum, -that:they 
have been the occaſion of, that hath-been loſt by other men; 
to give an Account of the Practices. that they have been 
guilty of, and the many abuſes they have uſed: to 'our 
Clothing Trade, is a Task too difficult for me to undertake, 
POS PS IN and ſo copious, that I know not where tobe>. 
fron, on 28 ginÞ: And our Clothing Trade decrea- 
| ſing, and theſe FaQtors increaſing ; 1would 
not infure (if capable) for ſo many years to come, for more 
Money. - | — 
This is the true-and impartial Account of the beſt-patt of 
the Clothing Trade- of Ezxgland, and: its. management;-L 
know not now what to-propoſe better in-this caſe, than the 
following of the good example of our Saviour, in his turning 
out the Money-Changers out of the Temple, to drive them 
* [| Grez tots in a- All ont'of Blackwell-Hall, and overturn their © 
gris, unius ſcabie cadit. Standings. || And if: they are excuſed from: 
ſuv. . the Scourge, Ethink- it a. kindneſs beyond 
ſome oftheir merits, (for ſhould ſome of theſe receiye but 
one ſingle {tripe from eachClothier that they havecheatedand 
dbuſed, Jefferies would: be out-donein hisPoliticks; for we- 
have many poor Women.in- the Country,. ſuffering under 
theſe Calamirties, that would” charge their 
Husbands to ſtrike home) * ſparing neither. 
| . Agagite nor Amalakite ; | this County nor 
that; but putting us all once more- upon equal Terms, and . 
our- due poſſeſſion of 'Blackwell-Hall into our hands,: whole - 
"right it is ſo long as we pay the Duty. And if it doth ap- 
pear to be any kindneſs to our Trade, to have/any the like 
 Afhiſtance, we:eaneaſily find out ſuch, Men in the Country, . 
that will-be fit to mannage it (the honeſt-myſtery-of _ 
| tors: 


®*. Neceſſitas durum 


Fa} 


ors Trade being eafy to be underſtood) and limit them 


from ſuch prattices, that we fee. the inconveniency of, now, 
whom the example of theſe-may a little ſcare for a years, 
and I think as much needof an.example as on Baz ſhot=Hearh, 


it being wholly impoſſible "to limit 'thefe «+, -" 
Mens Intereſt *. Neither do I think the r# ſear whey oor 


: withdrawing of theſe Mens Stocks, will at Ek. Nothing 'bur 
| . . | | anging. 

preſent bemuchinconveniency to the Trade, 

the Clothiers own will run the freer, and poſlibly thrive the 


better, for being ſeparate, and not ſo much credit given :: 
And any Clothier that is ingenious at his Trade, will finadas. 
much kindneſs from ſome Merchants. and Woolen-Drapers, . 
the former of theſe-poſſibleas willing to Credit the Clothiers: 
as they do'inow the FaQtors, and-be willing todire&:them in- 


any. particular of the Trade, as well as theſe Men do.now. 
And how far the Intereſt of the whole Nation doth 


ſuffer 'by theſe 'PraCtices- (when there:is not one | yard of 
fine Cloth that goes abroad, but ts advanced hereby, {ix pence - 
ina yerd, where we ſhall meet the near Induſtry. of the 


Dutch and many orhers ſtriving/to-out-do-us) I leave to bet- 
ter Judgments. - 6 


- But if the necefſity-of our Trade doth require ſuch Men, . 
we hadbeſt ſend them out of the Country, where we wall: 


be ſure'to follow 'the prudent and wary Example of our 


rood Father Facob-to his Son Joſeph, who made him pur his . 


hand under'his 'thigh, : and ſwear that he would” not bury 


him in theLandof Egypr : and ſhould the good old Patriarch 
be thus careful that his'Body: ſhould: not remain info flaviſh: 
a Land, it would ſtrangely reflect upon us, in a greater -De-- 
liverance, .to- be-leſs' mindful to ſecure our ſelves. againſt a- 
_ "Nay farther, to purſue the ſiwile (old wit being as 
go0d. as new) to make:theſe Men put their hand upon the : 
Key. of Btarkwel/-Hzll Door (before entrance) and ſwear that. 
they wilt never turn it; or enter; but to promote the-Inte- 
reſt of their Principals, according to the beſt of their-Judg-- 


[ 12 ] 
3ments, and to be abjur*d againſt buying of 'Wool of any 
ſort, dire&ly or indirealy, or taking of any Money from 
any Clothier for procuring any Wool, by the ſtricteſt Teſt-: 
to take no Apprentices , and their Saleries fixt ; and not 
to' be admitted upon thefe terms, without a firm Tefſtimo- 
_ nial of their Fidelity, under the Hand-Writing of ſo many 
-Clothiers. 

Theſe, with many other good things that may. be thought 
-6n, to be the-Statutes of the Hall, to be obſerved bythe 
'GOvernours. Los fEgh: "i | : 

5. The laſt reaſon that I humbly offer, is the Abundance 
of our Exeliſh Wool that hath, of late Years,been carried in- 
to France and other Places (as I have been credibly 1n- 
fornv'd ; ) and it is thought, by many wiſe Men, that the 
ſtrianeſs of that Statute doth not ſo well anſwer the End, 
as.if the Intereſt and full Advantage of any Wool that ſhall 
at any time be ſecured or diſcoverd, ſhould come with all 
poſſible Eaſe into the Hands of thoſe that ſecured or diſco- 
vered it, without much trouble ; -many Men making a {cru- 
-ple at the taking away a Man's Life on that ſcore, and that 
France hath an Intereſt by that Statute. But this 1s fitter 
for better Judgments, and1 ſhall offer no more than my own 
Knowledge. Ie 
' Every Pound of Wool carried away unmanufaQur'd, is 
the value of the Wool loſt that way to the Nation, in the 
common way of Trade : whatſoever worſted Wool, above 
treble, that by the help of ours mix'd with their own, it 
anſwers that End that otherwiſe it would not do, which is 
our greateſt Loſs. That, fome-few years ago, we had ſome 
French Men in our Parts that bought ſome Cloth of us 3: but 

in all likelyhood, their Deſign was chiefly to ſatisfie them- 
{elves in the Curioſity of our Trade, as did appear by their 
exaCt notice of our Mills, and curious Obſervations of ma- 
ny Particulars of our Trade; at the ſame time our Sheer- 
makers were altogether employ'd in making of _ for 
jp rance : 
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France : ſoon after which our Woollen Cloth was-ſtopt, by - 
the extraordinary Duty impoſed by the French King, which 
hath been a great ſtoptoour Trade ever ſince. 


Thus I have humbly offer'd, in- matters of Fa; a true 
and unprejudiced account of the Hindrances of our Cloth- 
ing Trade, and the methods of its Retrieve, to the beſt of 
my judgement, which I hope will be better ſeconded ; 'and 
humbly ſubmit to this honourable Parliament, how far the 
Publick Intereſt, Honour 4nd Reputation of our Exglifþ 
Nation {ufters hereby. 


